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972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILYWE CARE ABOUT YOU & YOUR FAMILY

972-253-4200
www.mscitx.com

Office Hours:  
Mon-Fri   8:00 AM–5:00 PM

After Hours Clinic:
No appointment necessary 
Mon-Fri 5:00 PM–9:00 PM

Sat & Sun 9:00 AM–4:00 PM 
Lab & Radiology:

Mon-Fri 7:30 AM–5:30 PM
Not available for After Hours Clinic

Main Location:
2021 N. MacArthur Blvd, Irving, 75061

Other Locations:
Valdez Clinic: 3501 N. MacArthur Blvd #400
Tuscan: 701 Tuscan Dr #205
Baylor MOBI: 2001 N. MacArthur Blvd. #425
Las Colinas: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #250
OB/GYN: 6750 N. MacArthur Blvd. #255

$1.00 off
		  the purchase of:
					     a Frappe,
					     a Smoothie,
					     an Iced Coffee

Only at McDonald’s
5220 N. MacArthur

(On MacArthur north of Hidden Ridge)

Plus tax if applicable.  Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Limit one coupon per visit.
Present coupon before ordering.  Cash value 1/20 of one cent Coupon Expires 3/31/2011.

Duplicated or copies of coupon will not be accepted.

v

v
v

March 19, 2011 “Irving’s weekly community newspaper”
RamblerRamblerIrvingIrving 50c

“I’ve done the 
calculation, and your 
chances of winning 

the lottery are identical 
whether you play or not.”

 -- Fran Lebowitz

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Rocky Horror Picture Show was 

brought to life once more on the Carpenter 
Hall stage. Magenta sang the opening num-
ber between a giant pair of red lips. Some of 
the lyrics may have been changed to protect 
the innocent, or more likely to accuse the 
naughty.  

Newly wed and naive, Brad and Janet 
made their way to the stage only to be greeted 
by Riff Raff. But Dr. Frank-
N-Furter stole the show as 
he strutted across the stage 
in lingerie and platform 
boots. 

And that was only 
the beginning of the 12th 
annual Column Awards 
presented on March 14. 
Co-hosts Max Von Essen, 

Tyler Maynard and John Garcia added their 
humor and exuberance to the show which 
included musical performances by Donna 
McKechnie, as well as seven choreographed 
interludes by local theater companies from 
shows nominated for awards.

“The Rocky Horror Picture Show worked 
perfectly, because we were able to plug in 
modern music and tweak the script to add 

Health foundation 
recognizes patrons
By Jess Paniszczyn

The Irving Healthcare Foundation hosted 
its annual Citizens Who Care dinner in the Las 
Colinas Country Club on March 10. 

During the evening, John Drake, the Ir-
ving Healthcare Foundation (IHF) President, 
shared a story with the audience which dem-
onstrated the benefits of raising money for 
continuing and advanced education for nurses 
working at Baylor Medical Center at Irving.  

“Donna Morhead is the manager of our 
ICU,” Drake said. “She noticed some of our 
patients had pressure ulcers or bed sores. 

“The IHF had paid for a problem solving 
class she was taking. Through the class, she 
developed a protocol for addressing pressure 
ulcers where nurses would check and turn 
the patients twice a day. This happens every 
12 hours during the shift change. Instead of 
having 40 percent of the patients developing 
pressure ulcers, the number went to zero. 
We’ve had one pressure ulcer since 2007 in 

Bypass pump 
failure causes 
sewer overflow

A sanitary sewer overflow occurred the 
morning of Mar. 15 in the area adjacent to De Za-
vala Middle School. The spill has been contained, 
cleanup activities are ongoing and the site will 
continue to be monitored. 

Students and faculty have not been impacted 
due to spring break. This overflow does not pose 
a threat to the city’s drinking water or public sup-
ply, but the public is advised to avoid contact with 
surface water near the school and the ponds on 
school grounds. 

The incident occurred during construction of 
the Delaware Creek interceptor between Grauwy-
ler Road and Second Street. During construction, 
the contractor set up temporary bypass pumping 
to maintain sewer service. One of the bypass 
pumps failed causing the sanitary sewer overflow. 

The contractor estimates that the overflow 
totals 60,000 to 75,000 gallons of sanitary sewer. 
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
(TCEQ) has been notified as required. However, 
local government officials and the general public 
are being notified as a precaution.

The City is working with the contractor to 
resolve this issue to protect the health, safety and 
welfare of residents. 

Source: City of Irving

Horror and Broadway 
descend on Column Awards

Pausing to pose and gather his thoughts, Dr. Frank-N-Furter (Jeff Wells) oversees his landscape of madness. 

The original ‘Cassie’ from A 
Chorus Line and Broadway 
superstar, Donna McKechnie 
performs Music in the Mirror 
live in Carpenter Hall.

One big, happy, theater fam-
ily gathers on stage during the 
Column Awards. Hosts, John 
Garcia, Tyler Maynard, Max 
Von Essen (front), keep the 
momentum rolling as Chris-
tine Atwell and Luke Hunt 
present an award to Delvin 
Pollack (back right).

Photos by
John Starkey

See AWARDS, Page 8

See AWARDS, Page 4

See HEALTHCARE, Page 5

Glory House is having spring fever 
and the Bistro is slashing prices! 
WOW! Will the pricing stay? 

Nobody knows, so get this great deal while it lasts!

GLORY HOUSE
catering  receptions  bistro

109 S. MAIN STREET, 
IRVING

March Madness!
(972) 259-1123

Salad bar $5.95!
Hot bar $6.95!
Both just $7.95! 

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Texas Steel Guitar Associa-

tion (TSGA) hosted its 27th annual 
Texas Steel Guitar Jamboree in Ir-
ving’s Sheraton Grand DFW March 
10-13.

“The jamboree is a steel guitar 
show for beginners through ad-
vanced players,” said Albert Talley, 
TSGA president. “It was a great show 
filled with family entertainment. 
We also had seminars where people 
could learn how play steel guitars or 
how to improve their playing. 

“When most people think of 
steel guitar, they think of country 
music, and they have been a big part 
of country music. But you can also 
play pop music, jazz and rock-n-roll. 
Robert Randolph is an example of 
someone who plays the blues on a 
steel guitar. Steel guitars have been 
around for a long time. 

“The steel guitar is such a pretty, 
sweet sounding instrument. It actu-
ally has its roots in Hawaiian music. 
It is a very unique and versatile 

Musicians flock to steel guitar jamboree
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Why wait in lines?
PURCHASE TICKETS AT HOME www.gohollywood.com

Tickets on sale NOW!
Online or at the Theater

# PAUL    R
1:20    4:20    7:00    9:30

LIMITLESS    PG13
1:40    4:50    7:25    9:55

THE LINCOLN LAWYER    R
1:05    4:05    7:15    10:05

* BATTLE: LOS ANGELES    PG13
1:00    1:30    4:00    4:30    6:55    7:30    

9:40    10:10

# MARS NEEDS MOMS 3D    PG
12:50    3:05    5:20    7:35    9:50

# MARS NEEDS MOMS 2D    PG
1:10    3:25    5:45    8:00    10:15

* RED RIDING HOOD    PG13
12:55    3:15    5:30    7:45    10:00

RANGO    PG
1:25    4:10    6:40    9:15

THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU    
PG13

1:50    4:45    7:20    10:05

HALL PASS    R
1:20    3:50    6:45    9:20

UNKNOWN    PG13
1:55    4:25    7:05    9:45

THE KINGS SPEECH    R
12:55    3:40    6:50    9:35

# - No Passes
* - Fully Restricted

If you can’t adopt, please donate!

Put a Paw print in your heart
	 and a best friend at home!
The precious pets at the DFW Humane Society would like 
to bring a lifetime of love and happiness into your home!!

Come adopt a new family member today!

4140 Valley View Ln
Irving, Texas 75038

972-721-7788
www.dfwhumane.com

OPEN:
Tuesday - Saturday 11am-6pm

I’m Possum and I need a special 
home! The doctor just told me that 
I am blind in my smaller eye and 
just see shadows out of my other 
eye. However, it has not affected my 
wonderful personality! I love to play 
and be snuggled, so I don’t let my 
seeing problem hold me back. I’m a 
handsome 9 month old Siamese male 
mix. I was found as a stray, so I have 
never had my own home. Please, 
come meet me and take me to my first 
forever home - YOURS!

Hola! My name is Carlos and I’m a 
miniature Pinscher who is about 3 years 
old and cute as a button! I may be small, 
but I’m just the perfect size for you, and 
I have lots of love to give. I would really 
like to find a nice home with a yard. I 
love to play in the yard! Think of all the 
fun we could have together if I were 
your little Carlito! Come and meet 
me soon!

our references,” Garcia said. 
“It was easily the most compli-

cated opening number we have ever 
done. There were a number of com-
ponents to it. The number incorpo-
rated a live orchestra and several set 
pieces that moved in and out. There 
was a lot happening.”

Each year, the Column Awards 
recognizes distinction in both equity 
and non-equity theater throughout 
the area 

“There is no other awards orga-
nization in the Metroplex that does 
this. There used to be the Leon Rabin 
Awards, but they only honored Dallas 
theaters. They left, which was really 
unfortunate,” Garcia said.  

“Our goal is to honor excellence 
in theater throughout the entire 
Metroplex. This is the only night 
where the entire theater community 
is invited to join in like a big family 
reunion. As I walk around on awards 
night, I see so many hugs and squeals 
of glee from people who are happy to 
see each other. It is a beautiful thing. 
It is such an evening of love, friend-
ship and unity within the community 
for one night.

“Besides honoring our peers for 
excellence in theater, the event is 
also a major fundraiser for Broadway 
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS. We raise 
money for our brothers and sisters 
in the theater community who need 
our help.”

Three Broadway stars traveled 
to Irving to help celebrate the Column 
Awards. 

“Having Max Von Essen and 
Tyler Maynard as co-hosts was like a 
dream come true,” Garcia said. “We 
could not have asked for better co-
hosts. They brought the house down 
with their songs and their chemistry. 

“You could feel the audience in 
complete awe of Donna McKechnie. 
Tyler, Max and I and several people 
in the wings watching her perform 

Music in the Mirror were all in tears. 
You don’t see that kind of Broadway, 
mega-watt quality any more. We 
don’t have those Broadway legends. 
It is so rare now, which is so sad. 
She’s one of the few left. As people 
who have loved theater, especially 
musical theater, watching this triple 

threat right in front of us perform-
ing the number that made her a star, 
where do you go from there? We were 
just so lucky.

“I can honestly say this year was 
the biggest high I’ve had in several 
years. It was such a great, great night. 
I am so proud of it.”

Among the inherent dangers of 
award shows are the shows’ length 
and complexity. 

“No awards show can be short. 
We went three hours and ten min-
utes, but at least we kept them en-
tertained,” he said. 

“The Column Awards has a 
board of 24. The show honestly takes 
a year of planning. Monday night we 
held our gala. We will meet in April 

to start it all over again. 
“For example, the fashion run-

way had 65 people on stage. I had 
to stage and direct that within one 
hour. But that group of people was 
so patient and professional. It took a 
long time to block the runway. Once 
that was done, we ran it twice, and 
everything worked perfectly. That is 
how great this community is. They 
know what to do, and they make it 
work perfectly. 

“When preparing the musical 
numbers, the companies have to 
regroup the original cast, restage the 
number and bring back the original 
costumes. That is a lot of work on 
their part. Yet they are willing to go 

through all of that just to entertain 
our audience. Every number was just 
outstanding.”  

The popularity of the Column 
Awards will make finding another 
venue for the awards more chal-
lenging.

“Our audience doubled this year 
alone. We broke all box office records 
by over 200 audience members. 
On Sunday night, 80 percent of the 
house was sold. Then came a sea of 
last minute ticket buyers on Monday 
evening. We only had 72 seats in 
Carpenter Hall empty for this event. 
Those were the seats in the balcony. 
The growth makes us nervous about 
next year when we go to another 
facility, because we are worried that 
we will not be able to fit everyone in. 

“I hope we come back to the 
Irving Arts Center in 2013. Next year 
unfortunately, the Column Awards 
can’t be there, because of the Genghis 
Khan exhibit. So we won’t be there 
next year, which just broke our hearts. 

“On behalf of myself and the 
board, we thank Richard Huff, the 
executive director of the Arts Center, 
as well as the staff and crew. They 
are the most professional, incred-
ible group to work with. We hope 
to return in two years, because we 
consider Carpenter Hall and the 
Irving Art Center our home now,” 
Garcia said.

Column Awards bring Horror and Broadway to Carpenter Hall

Hiding from the mob, Josephine (Steven Tyler Howell) and Daphne (Calvin Roberts) [center] fit 
right in with the rest of the girls in the production of Sugar by ICT MainStage.

On the fifth anniversary of his death, Rudy Seppy’s wife, Maria, 
Michael Sylvester, Andrew Guzman take the stage to present the 
Rudy Seppy Award.

The cowboys and the farmers can be friends as the Artisan Center 
Theater cast presents a musical number from Oklahoma.

Continued from Page 1 Photos by
John Starkey

By Elvia Wallace-Martinez
Maestro “Polo” Palencia transmitted to his son 

Leopoldo “Alex” Palencia his incredible vision: to 
educate and share the music and dance traditions 
of México, with the sole purpose of preserving the 
Mexican Folklore for future generations and to help 
them, through a didactic program to maintain the 
essence and identity of Mexico.

Mexico 2000 Ballet Folkórico has presented 
more than 450 performances in the last 11 years. With 
more than 60 years of combined experience as danc-
ers, instructors, choreographers and directors, Alex 
and his wife Mary started the dance company. In its 
11 years, the ballet paid tribute to different Mexican 
geographical regions through colorful settings while 
preserving the traditions of a multicultural nation.

Based upon their success and the demand for the 
Mexican traditions education and preservation, Mr. 
Palencia and his wife created an organization called: 
“Mr. Folkórico.”  “Mr. Folklórico” is dedicated to the 
memory and mission of Mr. Palencia’s father who 
understood the specific needs of teachers, directors, 

students and volunteers involved or interested in 
the Mexican Folkórico education. This subsidiary 
corporation aims to educate in the “Art of Dance” in 
a positive way. 

“Mr. Palencia and his wife are taking upon the op-
portunity to enrich with their knowledge students that 
might have experienced a low self esteem or loneliness 
as who could not before express the love and pas-
sion for their culture,” said Elvia Wallace-Martinez, 
president of the Texas Association for Hispanic Dance 
and Culture. “They have tremendously contributed 
to the preservation of Mexican dance traditions. The 
spirit that Mr. Palencia and his wife instill is living 
in their new “Mr. Folklórico” institute. They want to 
pass on cultural pride, historical perspective, dance 
techniques and artistic interpretation to all Mexican 
Folklórico students. Most of them are children and 
youth. 

During the past 11 years, Mr. Palencia explored 
the need to transmit heritage and culture and invites 
all Folklórico students to combine this with their 
American citizenship. 

Alex Palencia passing on his “Folklorista” inheritance

Provided by Denise Cooper
The University of Texas at 

Dallas has been included in The 
Princeton Review’s list of the “Top 
Schools for Video Game Design 
Study for 2011,” based on a survey 
of administrators at 150 schools 
offering video game design pro-
grams or degrees. 

UT Dallas made the list of 
top 10 graduate programs for its 
innovative Arts and Technology 
(ATEC) program.

The Princeton Review in con-
junction with GamePro magazine 
started ranking video game de-
sign programs last year after rec-
ognizing a surge in the number of 
options available at schools. This 
marks the first year The Princeton 
Review ranked the top graduate 
programs for video game design. 

“I am particularly pleased 
by this recognition of one aspect 
of our comprehensive program,” 

said Dr. Dennis Kratz, dean of the 
School of Arts and Humanities. 
“In addition to designing games, 
we explore the philosophic and 
practical implications of games 
and all aspects of digital technol-
ogy for human life and culture. 
We emphasize and plan to be an 
international leader in the devel-
opment of ‘tough content’ games 
for education.”

“It has long been our mis-
sion to help students find and 
get into the schools best for them 
to pursue their interests and de-
velop their talents,” said Robert 
Franek, Senior VP/Publisher of 
The Princeton Review. “For the 
burgeoning number of students 
aspiring to become game design-
ers, we highly recommend The 
University of Texas at Dallas as 
one of the best and most innova-
tive places to study and succeed 
in this exciting field.”  

UT Dallas game design program 
rated among top 10 nationwide


